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The definition issue
The term protective policy is rarely used as a
broad, cross-sectoral concept, though ideas
of protection appear across fields like
welfare, security, health, environment, and
migration. 

Most literature focuses on specific policies,
especially welfare, without connecting
them under a shared framework.
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Protecting whom?
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Research shows that protective policies don’t
always achieve their intended outcomes and
can even produce opposite effects for some
groups. Who benefits from protection, and
how, depends heavily on policy design, social
context, and group identity. 

Some groups may feel safer, while others
experience increased insecurity—what some
scholars call “partial security.”



A state prerogative?
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Studies highlight that protection isn’t
always provided by the state. Non-state
actors can step in, and state interventions
may sometimes disrupt existing local safety
structures. 

Overall, protection is shaped by political,
emotional, and social dynamics, and should
be understood across policy areas.



Want to know more
about protective
policies?
Check the Open Science
publications on our website!
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